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American  Legion  
Welcome  

Commander Bobby Castillo welcomes you to the  
Post 79 family. We would love to see you ! 

 
 

Commander  Bob Castillo   (951) -346 -8463   bb_cstll@yahoo.com  

Adjudant   Paul Arnold    (951) -236 -8844   Pjmotor12@yahoo.com  
1st Vice Cmdr  Richard Blackaby  951) 218 -1980   rgdlife4me@aol.com  

2nd  Vice Cmdr   Jack White   (951)295 -0808   jackwhite788@yahoo.com  
3rd  Vice Cmdr   Larry Wilson  (951) 343 -1931  

Fin. Officer   Roger Dahl    (951)788 -5795   financeofficerpost79@yahoo.com 
Historian    Itiri Rouson   (951) 893 -7262   ir7l470n@gmail.com  
Chaplain    Mike Smith   (951) 686 -6611   qxf7@aol.com  

Sgt. at Arms   Ray Trosper   (951) 315 -3905   SCDKCorp@aol.com  
Dugout   Itiri Rouson    (951) 893 -7262   ir7l470n@gmail.com  

Dugout   Chris Affolter  (909) -254 -2464   chris@aet now.com  
Webmaster   Chris Affolter  (909) -254 -2464   chris@aetnow.com  
 

E-Board Members:  
 

1yr member   Paul Arnold   (951) 236 -8844   pjmotor12@yahoo.com  
1yr member   Bill Larkin   (951) 276 -0357   lark0523@aol.com  
2yr member   Steve Orman  (951) 961 -1882   steven_orman@sbcglobal.net  

2yr member   Bob Brauer   (951) 637 -0780   rainpruf@pacbell.net  
3yr member   Chris Affolter  (951) 977 -3238   chris@aetnow.com  

3yr member   Deno Blankenship    (951 ) 660 -4888    denohd69@att.net  
 
 

American   Legion  

 
Auxiliary  

 

President:   Margret Gardner  

1st Vice Pres.  Judy Bendzala  
2nd  Vice Pres.  Sally Legate   

Sec/Trs.   Phillis Jordan  
Chaplin   Wanda House  
Historian   Judy Bendzal  
Sgt. at Arms  Schotzy Roberts  
Marshal   Diane Yegge   

Parliamentarian  Phyllis Jordan  
 
Executive Committee:  

Vikkie Blankenship, Wanda House,  
Chres Alfaro  

  
Sons American  

 
 
 
 

of  The American Legion  
Commander   Chris Affolter  
1st Vice Cmdr   John Peters  
2nd  Vice Cmdr   Jaime Gordoa  
Adjutant    Tim Towers  
Finance Ofc.   Dino Blankenship  
Chaplin    CJ Affolter  
Sgt. at Arms   Adam Phillips  
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EAGLE SCOUT ROBERT MORGAN 
±C² άb!¢Lhb![ {/h¦¢ hC ¢I9 

YEARέ 
 Eagle Scout Robert Morgan, 18, of Banning, has been 
ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ±C²Ωǎ άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {Ŏƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊέ ŦƻǊ нллф-
2010, along with a $5,000 scholarship. 

9ŀƎƭŜ {Ŏƻǳǘ aƻǊƎŀƴΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ {Ŏƻǳǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
on serving veterans to honor their service. Since he was 
12 yeaǊǎ ƻƭŘΣ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōǳƎƭŜǊ ŦƻǊ tƻǎǘ тфΩǎ wƻōŜǊǘ WΦ 
ά¦ƴŎƭŜ .ƻōōȅέ /ŀǎǘƛƭƭƻ IƻƴƻǊ 5ŜǘŀƛƭΣ ¢ŜŀƳ мнΣ ±C² 
Team 45, and the National Guard team, at Riverside 
National Cemetery. He has played TAPS in over 800 
military services. Ceremonies elevating him to Eagle 
Scout were held at Post 79. 

wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ 9ŀƎƭŜ {Ŏƻǳǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ 
assisting in the renovation of the Banning Armory. He 
was the Oratorical Champion this year (2010) for Post 79 
and for District 21 for the third time. He has played TAPS 
at four California Department Conventions, receiving a 
standing ovation at the 2009 Convention that was 
ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ tƻǎǘ тфΩǎ ƭŀǘŜΣ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ [ŜƎƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜ 
ά¦ƴŎƭŜ .ƻōōȅ /ŀǎǘƛƭƭƻΦέ 

It is the dream of Eagle Scout Robert, to attend 
the Air Force Academy.  

Both Congressional Rep. Jerry Lewis and Rep. 
Mary Bono, sent congratulatory commendations to 
Robert. They were presented at ceremonies held at the 
Emerson Boy Scout Camp in Idyllwild on July 12, when 
wƻōŜǊǘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ±C²Ωǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {Ŏƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊΦ 
Rep. Lewis sent also a flag which the Congressman had 
flown over the National Capitol in Eagle Scout Robert 
aƻǊƎŀƴΩǎ ƘƻƴƻǊΦ 

Robert is the son of outstanding, dedicated 
parents, Chuck and Donna Morgan, of the rural Poppet 
Flats area of Banning, whose sacrifices have made 
Robert the outstanding Scout and American patriot he 
is. But, by his dedication to veterans, Eagle Scout Robert 
Morgan, who was mentored and loved by Uncle Bobby 
Castillo, has become a de facto son, younger brother, 
and comrade of both American Legionnaires and VFW 
members, most particularly of members of Uncle Bobby 
Castillo MHD Team 12, VFW Team 45, and Post 79. 

 
By REES LLOYD, Post 79 Judge Advocate 

 (For more detailesonline at www.RecordGazette.net. ) 

The Commanderõs Message 
 

Here we are at the beginning of 

another great year. Welcome aboard 

to all the new officers, together we 

can accomplish a lot. We work better 

as a whole team.  

I will keep this short, I want to thank 

everyone for their support last year we got a 

lot accomplished, I hope everyone will support 

the new officers.  

By now all of you know we got Jody 

and Jim back and theyôre doing a fine job as 

before, welcome home you guys.  

Iôm looking forward to a host of new 

ideas and plans for this new year. Donôt be 

shy! Bring them to the Post. 
   

  In Comradeship,  

  Bobby Castillo 

Dugout News  
 

Greetings from the First 
Vice  Commandersõ Desk 

 

I want to first thank all that were in 
attendance on 29 June when we 
Honored three (3) of our Active Duty 
Soldiers that are now a part of Post 79.  Presenting the 
American Legion Certificate of Appreciations to: 1st Sgt 
Charles House, SSG Joshua Engbrecht, and SSG Claudia 
House de Alba for their duty not only to this great 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ άōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻŦ ŘǳǘȅέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
was my first act as your First Vice Commander. I look 
forward to doing more of the same in the future.  

In our E-Board Meeting on 14 July, we voted to 
accept applications for the American Legion Riders as a 
part of Post 79. We first have to have a Chapter 
authorized by the American Legion. To start this 
Chapter, we need only five (5) Active Members of the 
American Legion, preferably Post 79, to sign in and 
show an intŜǊŜǎǘΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ōȅΧ 
 
(Continued on the next page 3) 

http://www.recordgazette.net/
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CƛǊǎǘ ±ƛŎŜΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ (continued from page 2) 

ΧCommander Bobby Castillo to chair this endeavor. 
With more of our returning Troops purchasing a 
motorcycle this will open our doors for them also. 
Anyone interested in starting up a new adventure of 
Post 79, please contact me.   

Membership: Anyone desiring to transfer from 
another Post, to Post 79, becoming a new Member, or 
updating your current Membership status, please 
contact me. I am looking forward to this year, working 
along side with the Commander and the new Officers to 
make Post 79 what it use to be, a place that stands out 
in the community as a Veteran Organization and not 
just a place in the park. We can accomplish this by 
getting motivated and recruiting new Members and 
instilling in the current Members, the need to be proud 
of Post 79. This comes with suggestions. I am open to 
ALL suggestions. To those of you that are new to Post 
79. Welcome. Those of you that have not paid their 
Membership dues, please pay by October 20th. We are 
ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ ά9ŀǊƭȅ .ƛǊŘέ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
pay early.  

Personal Note: On 13 July 2010, our daughter, 
Brenda, Blessed us with a new granddaughter, weighing 
3 lbs 4 oz, 15 ½ inches long, named Leah Rene Strachan. 
Happy Birthday Leah. Pray for ALL our Troops. Our Son 
is still in Iraq, and our Son-in-Law, (the new Daddy) is 
scheduled for deployment to Afghanistan, late July or 
early August. 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ άwƛŎƘέ .ƭŀŎƪŀōȅ 
1st Vice Commander,  
Proud Blue Star Dad 

 

The Robert J. ñUncle Bobbyò 

Castillo Memorial Honor Guard  

The Robert J. ñUncle Bobbyò Castillo 
Memorial Honor Guard continues to keep itself busy 
between duties at 
the Riverside 
National 
Cemetery and 
public 
appearances. 

On 
Saturday, May 
15

th
, 2010, 

Armed Forces 
Day, our team 
was invited to 
perform at the 10

th
 Annual Veterans Memorial Wall 

Ceremony, at Memorial Park, 4390 Pacific Street, 

Rubidoux, California.  Our team members assisted with 
the raising of the colors, in addition to performing a 3-
Volley Salute. 

The Honor Guard at ñPresent Armsò during the 
playing of ñTapsò and after the 3-Volley salute.  Those 
that were present were Richard Blackaby, Judith Stone, 
Peter Keck, Michael Smith, Lee Walker and Paul Arnold. 
In the photograph to the right, team members left to right 
are Robert Morgan, Ted Hudson, Richard Blackaby, 

Peter Keck, 
Mike Smith, 
Carlos Leon, 
Judith Stone, 
Paul Arnold, 
Lee Walker, 
Bill Botte, 
Richard 
Chalupnik, 

Brandt Bindley and Team Captain Bill Baker.   
On Saturday, June 5

th
, 2010, one day before the 

66
th
 Anniversary of ñD-Dayò, our team was invited to 

perform at the Mt. Soledad Veteranôs Memorial in La 
Jolla, California. 

  On that day, a plaque, pictured on the left, to 
honor Robert J. ñUncle Bobbyò Castillo, was being 
placed onto the Memorial, and our team took part in the 
dedication ceremony.  We performed a 3-volley rifle 
salute and our bugler, 
Bill Botte, performed 
ñTapsò.  The flag was 
lowered to half staff 
during ñTapsô and 
remained at half staff 
for the remainder of 
the day.   

It was a fitting 
tribute to ñUncle 
Bobbyò for his life-long dedication to God & Country, to 
the American Legion, and to our team of which he was a 
founding member and Team Captain from its inception 
until his passing. 

The team bugler, Bill Botte, played ñTapsò while 
the rifle squad  ñPresents Armsò during the dedication 
ceremonies. 

The Robert J. ñUncle Bobbyò 
Castillo Memorial Honor Guard 
continues to look for dedicated 

volunteers 
 Our team, (also known as the Memorial Honor 

Detail Team # 12 at the Riverside National Cemetery), 
has been in existence since 1995 and has performed 
over 1600 Military Honor Services for deceased 
veteranôs and their families at the Riverside National 
Cemetery. 
 

(Continued on the next page 4) 
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Uncle Bobby (conôt from page 3) 

In addition to those duties, our team will perform 
Military Honors off site when requested by families for 
veteransô who are being interred at private cemeteries 
throughout the greater Inland Empire area. 

We also have and will perform Color Guard 
rituals, such as Presentation of the Colors for a variety of 
events when requested.  Presently, our team is suffering 
a shortage of personnel and needs to increase the 
number of the members to our team in order to continue 
to conduct this most worthwhile service to our Veteransô 
and their families. 

If you are interested in joining our team, please 
We meet on the 1

st
, 3

rd
, and if needed, 5

th
 Tuesday of 

every month at Riverside National Cemetery to perform 
full military honors and assist active duty honor details 
when needed.  Generally, our duties require us to be at 
the cemetery between the hours of 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. 
 
Contact our Team Commander,  
Bill Baker, at (951) 642-7717, or,  
Treasurer Paul Arnold, at (951) 236-8844. 

 
For God & Country 

Paul Arnold 
Post Adjutant 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers are the Backbone 

 of Post 79! 
We recently had two events at Post 

79 that were rousing successes and added 
ÍÕÃÈ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÍÏÎÉÅÓ ÔÏ 0ÏÓÔ χωȭÓ ÂÁÎË 
account. 

On Saturday, June 12, 2010, Post 79 
hosted a Ȱ3ÏÃË-(ÏÐȱ ÐÒÅÃÅÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÄÁÎÃÅ ÌÅÓÓÏÎÓȢ  4ÈÅ 
turnout was outstanding.  It would not have been so 
successful however, had it not been for the volunteers 
who helped to make the event the success that it was.   

Many thanks need to go to Phyllis Jordan, Judy 
Bendzala, Larry Wilson, Margaret Gardner, Vicky 
Blankenship, Richard Blackaby, and Roger Dahl.  Vicky 
Blankenship also saw to it that KFRG 95.1 FM Country 
Radio ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀǘ ƴƻ ŎƻǎǘΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ǘƘŀƴƪ 
KFRG radio for their radio announcements by tuning our 
radios to KFRG 95.1 for our listening pleasure! 

On Sunday, June 13, 2010, the Old Farts Racing 
Team had their annual reunion at Post 79.  It also turned 
out to be a successful venue for  

Post 79  Again, volunteers stepped up to assist 
and made this the successful event that it was for our Post.  
The list of volunteers included a kitchen staff who worked 
tirelessly to serve a great breakfast.  The kitchen staff 
consisted of Jody and Jimmy Conley, Judy Bendzala, and 
Larry Wilson.  John Blocker, Jaime Gordoa, Dave Mathers 
and Marie tended to the Beer Garden while Roger Dahl 
and Paul Arnold handled the cash register.  Commander 
Bobby Dale Castillo filled in wherever needed. 

Paul Arnold 
Adjutant, Post 79 

 

 
Auxiliary Unit 79  

2009 -2010  

Our mission as auxiliary member is to serve 
veterans, their families, our communities and the 
children and youth of our nation this is a lot to expect 
from volunteers but the auxiliary members do it year by 
ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ makes the American Legion 
Auxiliary great. 

As of this date we have not made goal but the 
ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊ ȅŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘǊȅƛƴƎΣ 

We contributed 50.00 to dept. Americanism 
and Freedoms Foundation Seminar it is budged each 
year. Had notices at schools for Scholarship program 
but not one inquired, so instead we sent a $200.00 to 
Bryant Elementary School earmarked for the special 
educations class. After check was sent one girl applied 
and we sent her a check for $200.00.  We distributed 10 
Need a Lift book to 3 high schools along with 
applications and instructions for the scholarships, also 3 
Need a Lift to our libraries, ordered 25 Flag Etiquette 
book for Bryant Elementary. Two members went to the 
ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 
One of our ladies and her friends donated long dresses 
to North High school for prom; they just wanted to help 
girls look beautiful. 

Our unit subscribes to the national Bulletin, 
Dispatch and three members. Members have writtenΧ 
(Continued on page 5) 

Birthday Drink Coupons  

Happy Birthday to our Comrades & Auxiliary Members in 
Good Standing. Present this Coupon to the Bartender in the 
Social Quarter at Post 79 at any time during your birthday 
month*  and receive a free drink compliment of the Post 79 
Family . 
Please fill out to redeem: 
Name _________________________Member ID #_______________ 
Address___________________________________________________ 

City_____________________________ State_____ Zip_______________ 
E-mail 
address:___________________________________________ 
(*Members residing over 200 mile away can redeem at any time. 1 
per year) 
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AUX. (continued from page 4) 

Χletters to state and federal reps and senators 
so far no replies. 

Unit collected over 500 books to donated 2 new 
libraries, helped seniors by cleaning shopping driving to 
ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǿŀǊƳ Ŏƻŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǿŜŀǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀ 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ Domestic Violence center, clothing to 
Goodwill and Salvation Army. 

We ordered 2000 poppies had a poppy mailing 
party to stuff envelopes and address letters sent over 
1000, so far donations of $963 been received. Not too 
bad for a mailing. Will use remaining for wreathe for 
graves at Evergreen on Memorial Day.  

Our VA&R was the big one this year, we really 
work on this first thing in Sept we sent 500.00 to the 
Department President Operation Mend Project after 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ рлκрлΩǎ ǎŜƴǘ ŀƴƻǘher 
500.00 we sent to Patient Gift Shop (JLP) 100, Fisher 
House 100, VA&R dept fund. We participated in 
collection of sox and underwear (men & woman).  4 aux 
members and 2 legionnaires volunteered to put on a 
Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans dinner for over 62 
guests, the next is a tribute to Blue Star Parents 
dinner/dance this month. 

A call was received on Oct 14 from Charlie 
Company 25th Infantry in Iraq requesting Christmas 
stocking and a couple of pieces of Christmas candy most 
of these boys and girls were 18 and never been away 
from home. The success 297 lbs of gifts were sent to 77 
ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǇǳǊŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
middle of doing it all again for the Army birthday June 
14 everyone will receive a birthday card and specific gift 
request are honored and whatever we else is donated, 
our Taco night customers are very generous when it 
ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ άƻǳǊ ǘǊƻƻǇǎέΦ  

We do not have active juniors most very young 
or lives out of town but did make donation to dept. 

Sponsored three girls for Girls State and 
attended the Girls State Tea. These girls selected for 
Girls State are amazing, they will go far in life.   

!ƭƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ т 
active unit members and we have work on programs, 
ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƳŀƪŜ Řƻƴŀǘƛons to 
everything. Election of officers/delegates done and 
ready for mail. Poppy report  and check ready, and 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ 

 
President Unit 70, District 21 
Margaret Gardner 

 

Sons of The American 
Legion  Commanderõs 

Segme nt  
 

Comrades and Ladies, 
Our Squadron now has a vote in 

Detachment (state) and District (Riv. Co). I have taken the 
positions of Sgt. At !ǊƳǎ ŀǘ 5ŜǘΦ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǇƭƛƴ ŀǘ 5ƛǎǘΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 
wait to get this year going. I have a goal of bringing the 
patriotism, ritual, and tradition back to the Son of the 
American Legion. There are many times that people take for 
granted what the founders and other Legionnaires have put 
in place for us to Honor. 

Some have asked why I have re-joined ǘƘŜ {ƻƴΩǎ ƻŦ 
the American Legion, when I am already a member of the 
American Legion? My answer is that I am proud of My Father 
ŀƴŘ DǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 

I am a fifth generation War time veteran. For those 
that came before me, you will still be honored. The SAL 
program is, in all actuality, to Honor those that served this 
country and those still serving.  I believe that every member 
of the American Legion that is eligible to Wƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴΩǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
be a member to Honor those fathers, mothers, step fathers, 
step mothers, Grandfathers and grandmothers who have 
served. 

The July meeting was great. We discussed many 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ {ƻƴΩǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
family style activities, plus other fund raisers to provide for 
the programs of the American Legion. We also agreed that 
we will be there to help the Post and the Ladies in activities to 
promote an awesome American Legion Post. 
    For God and Country, Semper Fi 
   Chris Affolter,  

Marine Combat Vet 
   SAL Sq. 79 Cmdr 
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Post 79 Activities  

 

Executive Board  2nd  Wednesday   6 pm  

General Meeting  2nd  Wednesday   7 pm * 
          *Post  Dark in Aug  

Aux . Exec. Board  1st Wednesday    7 pm  
Aux.  Gen Meeting  2nd  Wednesday    7pm ** 
    **Aux. Dark in Aug  

SAL Gen Meeting  3rd  Wednesday    7pm  

Taco Tuesday  
Every Tuesday night there are 
Tacos, Taco Burgers, Burritos, 

Taquitos with Guacamole, Taco 

Salad, Beans, Chips & Salsa, and 

a Desert while it lasts.  
 

Plus, Karaoke by Karaoke Joe . So 

go have some fun! Everything 

starts about 6pm  

 

Friday Night Dinner  
We have  a variety of dinners. S teak s, chicken,  and 

shrimp  with salad, potato, veggies and a roll,  
burger  and fries , or you can get the Special.  Itõs a 

delicious new dish  every week . All  Dinners are $5 

and up.  

 

We have Karaoke Joe  back again on Fridays.  

So, Come on down!  

 
Enjoy your Birthday @ Post 79  

   
 If you call the Canteen ahead of time the 

Bar tenders and Manager can help with the 

arrangements to have some fun for your birthday. 
Post 79 PH# (909) 788 -8635  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Service Officers Info Spot  
If you are a Veteran or direct family of a Veteran 

that needs assistance the VA is there for you the 

following is information that may help you : 
 

VA Benefits  800 -827 -1000  Health Benefits  877 -

222 -8387  

Ed.  Ben efits  888 -442 -4551  Life Insurance  800 -
669 -8477   

Debt Management  800 -827 -0648  CHAMPVA  

800 -733 -8387  

Telecom. f or the Deaf  800 -829 -4933 (TDD)  

Mammogram Hot Line  800 -827 -492 -7844  

Headstones and Markers  800 -697 -6947   

Gulf War/Agent Orange Helpline  800 -749 -8387  

Health Eligibility CTR.   800 -929 -8387  

1644 Tullie Cir, Atlanta, GA30329 -2303  

VA Bull etin Board  800 -871 -8387 or www.va.gov  

VA Loma Linda HS -Jerry L. Pettis Med Ctr.  800 -

741 -8387  

11201 Benton St, Loma Linda, CA 92357  

VA Corona Community Clinic  951 -817 -8820 800 

Magnolia AV, 101, Corona, CA 92879 ñthis clinic 

offers readjustment counseling services to Combat 

Veterans. 951 -734 -0525.  

Riverside County Veterans Services  951 -

955 -6050  

1153 Spruce ST #A, Riverside, Ca92507 -7431 or 

 www.veteranservices.co.riverside.ca.us  

 
  
ACCOUNTABILITY: PNC BRUCE 
THIESEN FOUND GUILTY OF 
BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY, 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST, 
CONDUCT UNBECOMING 
By Rees Lloyd, Post 79, 
Judge Advocate 
            One of the reasons The American Legion is not 
only the largest wartime veterans organization in the 
world, but the greatest, is that officers are accountable to 
meet their fiduciary duties to the members, no matter 
high the office held.  
            In that regard, Past National Commander Bruce 
Thiesen was found guilty of conduct unbecoming a 
member, breach of fiduciary duty and conflict of interest 
on June 26, 2010, after a trial before  the California 
Department Board of Review. The trial was held 
pursuant to a Trial Manual complaint filed by four Past 
Commanders of District 21: Rees Lloyd and Bobbyé 
(Continued on  page 7) 

To Place an Advertisement in  
0ÏÓÔ ϋύȭÓ $ÕÇÏÕÔ:  

1. $10 per month due by the 15th of each 
month. This is the Deadline 

2. Call the Co-editor Chris for more 
details 

3. Mail checks or mail orders to with 
you Business card or ad Payable to 
American Legion Post 79,  

http://www.va.gov/
http://www.veteranservices.co.riverside.ca.us/
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Steadfast and Loyal 
 

Fourth Infantry Division 
Association 

California Chapter 
Richard Blackaby, President  

18601 Van Buren Blvd, Riverside, CA 92508 
Cell# (951)218-1980 
Rgdlife4me@aol.com 

(Advertisement) 

Thiesen (conôt from page 6) 

éDale Castillo of Post 79, Robert Sigala of San Jacinto 
Post 848,  and Pete Ramos of Temecula Post 
852.             
 
       The allegations of misconduct were based on 
Thiesenôs  relationship with Vantage Marketing, a firm 
which had sought to take over our Department contract 
for direct mail fundraising among our members. Vantage 
was earlier banned by the DEC from doing business with 
the Department for ten years upon findings of unethical 
business practices over a period of some five years, in 
which Thiesen was its agent or lobbyist. 
            That conduct includes, among other things, 
Thiesenôs acceptance, in whole or in part, of an offer 
from Vantage for Thiesen and his wife of a free 
ñEuropean River Boat Cruise,ò of an estimated value of 
ñ$10,000,ò each. It also includes Thiesen  using his office 
improperly to advantage Vantage.  
            PNC Thiesenôs membership in  The American 
Legion was ordered suspended unless and until he fully 
discloses all things of value he received from Vantage, 
and disgorges the value thereof to the Department 
Treasury. He must also repay to the Department funds 
he received from the Department for the five year period 
in which he was in a conflict-of-interest regarding 
Vantage. 
            The four plaintiffs have also filed a lawsuit 
against Thiesen in Riverside County Superior Court. 
            More detailed information is available on the Post 
79 website.  

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΩǎ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƳƻǾƛŜΥ IŜǊŜ /ƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ 

Waves with Bing Crosby 
When crooner Johnny Cabot (Bing Crosby) enlists in the Navy 

to escape his swooning fans, he encounters a whole new wave 

of them -- Navy WAVES -- in this sprightly World War II 

musical co-starring Betty Hutton. Tasked with aiding a 

recruitment drive for the all-women division, Cabot decides to 

-- what else? -- put on a show. Plenty of musical numbers 

follow, including Bing and Sonny Tufts performing the Oscar-

nominated "Accentuate the Positive." 

Patriotism 
 

         Lance Corporal Gerald G. Dedmore Jr., cousin of 

American Legion Post 79 member Richard P. Strickland gave 

his life in the defense of our freedom and our country in the 

Vietnam War.   

           I remember "Jerry" as a fun loving kind of guy that 

always had a plan to mix things up a bit.  Jerry and I ran the 

streets with other friends that enjoyed living on the edge.  We 

shared many bottles of home-made wine and pinched 

cigarettes while roaming the streets of Orchards, Washington, 

a town without sidewalks.  Jerry taught me to inhale and blow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

smoke rings.  I always wanted to be like Jerry. I think that his 

joining the Corps and giving his life was a key factor in my 

becoming more aware of the Vietnam War and the world 

outside of our small home town. I know that his example is the 

main reason I joined the Corps six years later. 

           I had the privilege to visit the Vietnam Memorial Wall 

in Washington D.C. and take a "rubbing" of Jerry name and 

also while I was honored to be the Color Sergeant for the 

Color Guard Detail when the Moving Wall was displayed in 

Oregon in 1995. 

            This past Independence Day, my wife and I once again 

visited the "Moving Wall" as it was displayed in Fontana, 

California.  

 

All Gave Some, Some Gave All 
 

The following is an excerpt from "FACES FROM 
THE WALL"  
 

Marine Lance Cpl. Gerald G. Dedmore Jr., 19, son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald G. Dedmore Sr, 4405 NE 84th Ave, 

as killed in action in the Vietnam War. He reportedly 

died 18 Jun (1968), of gunshot wounds received in 

combat in the vicinity of Quang Nam, South Vietnam. 

Lance Cpl. Dedmore, who attended Grant High School, 

entered the Marine Corps 6 Jun 1967 and was sent to 

Vietnam 18 Dec of that year.  
 

Semper Fi and For God and Country 
 

Richard P. Strickland 

MSgt, USMC Retired 
 

 

 
(If you have a story to tell or some patriotic subject for the Dugout please call 

the editor Chris at 909-251-2464) 

mailto:Rgdlife4me@aol.com
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Resolutions: 

CAL CONVENTION SUPPORTS POST 79,  
DISTRICT 21 RESOLUTIONS 

             The California Department  Convention held in 
Fresno on June 24-27, voted to adopt Resolutions 
initiated or supported by Post 79 and District 21 The 
Resolutions have been forwarded for consideration at 
the National Convention in Milwaukee, WI, on August  
27-Sept. 3., 2010. 
            First, the California Convention voted in favor  
the Resolution proposed and advocated by Post 79 Sgt.-
At-!ǊƳǎ wŀȅ ¢ǊƻǎǇŜǊ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άIƻƴƻǊ 
!ƴŘ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊέ ŦƭŀƎ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƭŀƎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ 
recognize specifically the service and sacrifice of 
veterans.  If adopted by Congress, it would become only 
the third flag to be so recognized, after Old Glory and 
the POW/MIA Flag. Eight states have endorsed it the 
Honor And a resolution to adopt it is pending in 
Congress. Ray Trosper will be advocating adoption of 
the Honor And Remember Flag at the National 
Convention as he and I have been elected as delegates 
for District 21. 
            The California Convention adopted the Post 79 
initiated and District 21 sponsored resolution calling on 
/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ άtŀǘǊƛƻǘΩǎ 5ŀȅέ ǘƻ 
September 11,  ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ tŀǘǊƛƻǘΩǎ 5ŀȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
9-11-2001 by a vote of 407-0 in Congress which former 
President George Bush respected and ordered. Current 
President Barack Hussein Obama changed the name in 
нллф ōȅ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ άtŀǘǊƛƻǘΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ bŀǘƛƻƴal 
5ŀȅ ƻŦ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜΣέ ōȅ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ hǊŘŜǊ 
without consulting Congress. The Resolution calls on 
Congress to exercise its authority to overrule the 
ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ άtŀǘǊƛƻǘΩǎ 5ŀȅΦέ 
            In regard to our American Legion Department of 
California Defense of Veterans Memorials Project 
ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !/[¦Ωǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻƧŀǾŜ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ 
Mt. Soledad Veterans Memorials to destroy crosses 
honoring veterans, adopted two Resolutions: 
            The  Convention adopted the Resolution initiated 
and sponsored by Post 79 calling on Congress to 
exercise its authority under the Constitution to 
determine the jurisdiction of Congress,  to withdraw 
from the courts jurisdiction over claims brought against 
veterans memorials or veterans cemeteries under the 
Establishment of Religion Clause by the ACLU, or 
anyone else.  
            It calls on Congress to create an alternative 
 forum for redress of such claims in which citizens, and 
not just lawyers, may be heard. This forum would not 

have the authority to award taxpayer-ǇŀƛŘ άŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ 
ŦŜŜǎέ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŀƴǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƭȅ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎ 
and by which the ACLU has profited in the millions of 
taxpayer dollars in Establishment of Religion Clause 
cases. 
            These three Resolutions will become National 
American Legion policy if adopted at the National 
Convention 2010. 
            At the state level, the California  Convention 
adopted also the Resolution initiated by Temecula Post 
852 to commend the organizations and attorneys which 
have provided literally several millions of dollars worth 
of pro bono attorney time and litigation costs in our 
fight against the ACLU to save our veterans memorials 
άŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΣέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
crosses. 
            Those officially thanked and commended are: 
The Alliance Defense Fund in Arizona and its attorneys 
Joseph Infranco and Tim Chandler; the Thomas More 
Law Center in Wisconsin and its Southwest Regional 
Director Charles S. LiMandri, who has led the fight to 
save Mt. Soledad;  Liberty Institute in Texas and its 
attorneys Kelly Shackelford and Hiram Sasser; Riverside 
Post 79 and District 21 and attorney Rees Lloyd, co-
founder and director of the Defense of Veterans 
Memorials Project of The American Legion Department 
of California and the Alliance Defense Fund. 
            The California Convention also adopted the 
Palms Springs Post 519 initiated, District 21 sponsored, 
and Post 79 supported Resolution to stage the 2013 
California Convention in Palm Springs. 
            In conclusion,  Post 79 and District 21 continue to 
have a major impact on establishing policies by 
Resolution at both the Department of California and 
National levels of The American Legion. I believe that 
District 21, in fact, has sponsored more Resolutions 
which have become National American Legion than any 
District in the American Legion. 
       
     By REES LLOYD, Post 79 Judge Advocate 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Veterans Recognition Flag 
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Aux. Installation of 
Officers 

17 June 2010 
Written by C. Affolter 

At 1600 hrs,  the Ladies Auxiliary  Unit 79 had 
their installation of officers by  8/40 installation team 
. It was a fun time watching the ladies being installed. 
We have taken a few pictures.   

Before the installation Margret Gardner (Unit 
Pres.) gave Certificates of Appreciation to Larry 
Wilson (AL 3rd Vice) and Tim Towers (SAL Adjutant) 
for outstanding service ÆÏÒ Ȱ4ÁÃÏ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙÓȱȢ !ÌÓÏȟ ÓÈÅ 
presented new SAL vests to CJ Affolter (SAL Chaplin) 
and Adam Phillips (SAL Sgt.-At-Arms).   

A big thank you came from Charlie Company 
25th Infantry in Iraq for the 279lbs. of gear to 77 soldiers 
and the love they sacrificed for them. Vikkie Blakenship 
presented the award to Unit 79. 

 Margret Gardner and Phillis Jordan Presented 
Judy Bendzala an Honorary Life Membership in the 
Ladies Auxiliary Unit 79. 

Auxiliary Installation  
(pictures by Penny Affolter) 

Vest Presentation  
Cert. of appreciation  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vikkie Blakenship  fighting  tears presenting the 
thank you from Charlie Company  

 
Margret & 
Phillis 
presenting the 
Life 
Membership 
to Judy 

 
8/40 Installation Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pres. Margret escorted by Adam her SAL grandson  
 

 
 
 

Margretȭs Installation as 
President By the Queen of 

Unit 79  
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Auxiliary  is very excited about this next year. 
With your help it can be even better than the past! 

(Left) CJ Affolter, Margret Gardner, Adam Philips  

 

American Legion Auxiliary  
Unit 79   
of the  

Fighting 21 st District  
 


