
    At our last meeting our post 
was honored by one of our own 
members who returned from 
duty in  Iraq.  Staff Sergeant Paul 
Hernandez shared with us his 
incredible and heroic story of his 
time spent in Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia and Iraq.   

     His mission began August 
2004. Before leaving the U.S., 
Hernandez spent 6 months train-
ing with B Co 1st 184th Air As-
sault Infantry unit  at  Ft. Bliss, 
Tx.  On January 22, 2005, SSG 
Hernandez found himself right in 
the middle of a hostile environ-
ment.  His duty included leading 
patrols, providing security during 
raids and manning 2 of the 3 
check points in the green zone. 
“Securing the green zone was a 
huge responsibility”, said Her-
nandez.  The green zone is the 
area that protects the Iraqi gov-
ernment and the location where 
the government runs its opera-
tions.  

     Hernandez recalls one day 
while securing the check point, 
his close friend SSG Jerry Bon-
afacio of Vacaville was killed by 
a suicide bomber. He recalls the 
sergeant trying to stop the car 
that was approaching the gate 
when it exploded.  During the 
same month another tragedy 
struck.  SSG Daniel Scheile of 
Antioch was killed when he en-
countered a road side bomb.   

     Despite these tragic losses, 
Hernandez has a tremendous 
sense of reward for helping the 
people of Iraq.  He feels his con-
tributions are something he can 
be proud of.  Many of the Iraqi 

people feel the same way.  The 
Iraqi people love the service men 
and women for maintaining or-
der and helping their thriving 
economy flow.  Hernandez says, 
these stories never get mentioned 
on television.  He is surprised by 
what is being broadcast on the 
news.  He said, “During my tour 
in Iraq, I never saw a journalist 
go out on patrol.”  No one re-
ports the gratitude that is dis-
played by the Iraqi people.  He 
says the Iraqi people are nice.  

They have only been supportive 
to me and my men while in their 
country. He recalls many times 
the Iraqi people would invite him 
into their home and give him a 
beverage and something to eat.    

    Hernandez would like to thank 
the American Legion for the 
supportive care packages that 
were sent to him and his men.  
“When you have nothing and 
you receive something, you ap-
preciate the gesture.” Said Her-
nandez. 
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SSG Paul Hernandez  gives a gift of appreciation for the support he 
received from the American Legion Post 202  during his duty in Iraq.   

    You don’t want to miss this 
month’s meeting.  The Post has 
arranged for the Fabulous Feet 
dance team  to entertain our Le-
gionnaires with their award win-
ning dance performance.  The 
group of dancers that will be 
performing specialize in Jazz, 
Ballet and Tap dancing.   Come 
out and see them shine. 

     Wednes-
day’s meet-
ing will be-
gin promptly 
at 6:30 pm.  
Don’t forget to bring your family 
for our annual corn beef and cab-
bage dinner.  Your donation of $5 
per guest will cover their meal.   



     The Neptune Society of Northern California 
is sponsoring a trip on the San Francisco Bay to 
honor our past veterans. The celebration will be 
held the Saturday prior to the Memorial Day 
weekend.   The trip is free to post members.  A 
symbolic scattering of ashes, the playing of taps 
and the folding and presenting of the flag will 
be done as a tribute to all service members who 
have passed.    This celebration will take place 
Saturday, May 20, 2006 at 1:00 pm.  The Naiad 
vessel departs from Pier 39, Gate J in San Fran-
cisco.  We need at least 25 members to confirm 
in order to schedule the yacht. The  maximum 
capacity is 60.  Transportation will be provided. 
A chartered bus will pick up members at 10:30 
am in front of the Veterans Memorial Hall. We 
will have you home by 4:00 pm. Please contact 
the post to sign up.  Spouses are welcome to 
attend.  A  light snack and beverage will be pro-
vided.  For more information contact Michael 
Clement at 516-1092.  Please leave a message.   

Neptune Society To Honor Veterans 

     A vote was held in December to 
amend the post bylaws.  The amend-
ment would allow a member to vote 
using an absentee ballot.  Currently the 
revision is being reviewed by the 
American Legion Department of Cali-
fornia.   
    We are hoping the bylaws will be 
implemented by the next post election.  

The scheduled election will occur no 
later than May with the installation of 
the new officers in June.  In July the 
new officers will take over the post.  If 
you know of any member that you think 
would make a good officer be sure to 
nominate the Legionnaire during the 
April meeting. Remember, you make a 
difference.  

Members and Friends, 
     As I mentioned to all at 
the February meeting, the 
post will be sending out the 
new agenda for 2006 by the 
end of March.  I hope that 
this coming year will be 
more prosperous.  Again I 
wish to thank all the Ameri-
can Legion members who 
have sacrificed their time 
and volunteered for our 
post sponsored events.  The 
time and dedication of our 
members and friends is 
what keeps our post out in 
front.  In addition to sup-

port from our members, our 
Post has been recognized 
by our 9th District Com-
mander Janet Wilson for 
100% retention.  It shows 
we are doing a lot of things 
right!   
     As all of you are aware, 
our post has plans to re-
model the kitchen.  Cur-
rently we are no where 
close to having enough 
funding to properly replace 
and install the kitchen.  In 
order to complete the 
kitchen in a timely fashion, 
Post 202 will add new 
events on the calendar.  It is 
the goal of the American 
Legion to work together 
with the V.F.W  and the 
Marine Corps League to 
raise money. 
     As I also mentioned, we 
are planning to build new a 

patio on the north corner of 
the hall.  Many Legion-
naires are looking forward 
to spending summer eve-
nings outside during the 
barbecue season.  It will be 
a pleasure to sit outside and 
enjoy each other’s com-
pany.   
     In order to finalize these 
projects, we must pass a 
motion to proceed by the 
board of trustee’s.  These 
projects are a must in my 
eyes! 
     We of the American 
Legion would like to wish 
you all a great and healthy 
summer. Please remember 
to be safe in your journey. 
     Sincerely, 
     Mel Portue, Post Cmdr 
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Councilmen Taylor wants  
Christmas Competition 

    City Councilmen Bob 
Taylor attended our De-
cember meeting and 
wanted to convey his mes-
sage concerning Veterans 
Park.  During the next 
Christmas season, he 
would like members of the 
American Legion, Marine 
Corps League and the 
VFW to decorate the 3 
trees at the front entrance 
of the Park.  The best deco-
rated tree would have brag-
ging rights for the year.   

Legionnaires!! 

Mail your business card with  
your American Legion I.D. 

Number  

And we’ll print your ad 
FREE! 

Ad placement based on space 
availability. Mail to: 

American Legion Post 202  

PO Box 575 

Brentwood, Ca  94513 

Congratulation to Patty Jep-
son who won $78 at the 
January meeting. 

Marble Game Winner 

Commander’s Message 



Courtney Templeton was all 
smiles when she received a hu-
manitarian donation from the 
American Legion.  Courtney plans 
to travel to Thailand on March 
11th and help tsunami victims in 
the Spring.  Her trip is scheduled 
for  14 days. 

    She will be working with the 
Foot Steps Mission.  Her goal is 

pretty clear.  She plans on helping 
needy people anyway she can.   
She will be focused on helping the 
locals who were grossly effected 
by the tsunami.   

     Her job will consist of building 
houses, clothing, feeding people 
and providing general humanitar-
ian service where needed.   

     Before she gets started on the 
relief efforts, she is scheduled to 
help clear debris for the coast of 
Thailand.   

    When Courtney came to the 
American Legion and asked for a 
humanitarian donation, she had 
already collected half of the $2000 
needed to fund her trip.  She is 
certain that when March 11th 
draws near, she will have the nec-
essary amount. 

    Courtney would like to thank 
the American Legion for their 
generous contribution toward her 
trip.  The Liberty High School 
Senior has a warm spot for veter-
ans. She says, “My Papa was a 
WWII veteran in the Army.” 

Word Search Puzzle: US Constitution 
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Boys State Participants Selected  
From Liberty High School  

The Liberty High School juniors that are selected to attend Boys State 
left to right Nicolas Zapatero, Ryan Guzman and alternate Eric Behne.   

The post announced the young 
men who were selected to attend 
this years Boys State in Sacra-
mento.  The three juniors of Lib-
erty High School were interviewed 
in February.  Each candidate was 
interviewed  in front of a 5 mem-
ber panel from the school and  
post.  The post interviewers that 

were assembled  were Com-
mander, Mel Portue,  2nd Vice  
Joe Valesquez and  Past Com-
mander Alfredo Garcia.  The stu-
dents were nominated by school 
faculty for patriotism and superior 
citizenship.  Boys State will be 
held on the campus of Sacramento 
State University  on June 17—24.   

$200 Humanitarian Donation Awarded  

Recipient Courtney Templeton ac-
cepts a $200 humanitarian donation 
from Dr. Martin Elliott on behalf of 
American Legion Post 202 .    

Here’s My Card 



     The excited children 
stood in line as they 
waited eagerly to have 
their picture taken with 
Santa.  The parents were 
overjoyed to have a local 
place to bring their chil-
dren.    

    After the photo, the 
children were rewarded 
for their good behavior by 
receiving a bag of treats 
and a hot beverage.  
While the children were 
getting their picture taken, 
the parents received a 
warm welcome by local 
veterans.  The veterans 
escorted anyone who 
wanted to tour the histori-
cal  building and the 
kitchen that is due for a 
much needed remodeling.    

     While the commander 
of the American Legion 
was busy taking families 
on a tour of the Veterans 
Memorial Building and 

showing them how their 
donations would be used, 
he wanted to stay focused 
on building a good rela-
tionship with the commu-
nity.   

    Many parents who 
brought their children did 
not expect such a nice 
warm atmosphere when 
they entered the building.  
Jorgelina Bertero said, 
“The decorations were 
beautiful and Mr. Portue 
was extremely kind.  He 
made sure I felt at home 
while my children were 
getting their picture taken 
with Santa.”    

     Although the cost for a 
picture with Santa was by 
far the most reasonable in 
the area, many patrons 
and businesses decided to 
make a donation.    Peo-
ple who came by realize 
their  donations  were 
going to a good cause.  

It’s not often the VFW 
and MCL come together 
for a worthy cause.  The 
Commanders of the three 
groups all agreed the 
kitchen is a win  for all 
veteran groups who use 
the hall for their various 
functions throughout the 
year.   

     The Commander of 
the American Legion 
would like to thank all 
those who volunteered 
and gave their time to 
support our 1st annual 
pictures with Santa.  Our 
fund raisers would not be 
successful without the 
dedication and support of 
our Legionnaires.   

     A special thanks to 
Legionnaire Frank Grim-
sly who played Santa. 

     Next year we plan to 
make this event bigger 
and raise more money.   
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Children take a moment to have their picture taken 
with Santa.  From left to right Marissa & Nicolas Za-
patero and Matthew Clement. 

1st Annual Pictures  
With Santa Raises $225  


