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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION DETACHMENT OF CALIFORNIA 
UNIFORM CODE OF PROCEDURES FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF 

DETACHMENT CONVENTIONS 
 

(APPROVED BY 63RD ANNUAL CONVENTION, JUNE 19-21, 2000, RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA) 
(APPROVED BY SAL DETACHMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, JUNE 19, 2000.) 

 
CALL OF DETACHMENT CONVENTIONS 
 
NOT LESS THAN THIRTY DAYS PRIOR TO THE DATE OF ASSEMBLY 
OF THE DETACHMENT CONVENTION AS FIXED BY THE 
DETACHMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE SONS OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE DEPARTMENT 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION SHALL ISSUE AN 
OFFICIAL CALL FOR THE DETACHMENT CONVENTION.  THE 
OFFICIAL CALL FOR THE DETACHMENT CONVENTION SHALL BE 
SERVED UPON ALL SQUADRONS OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN 
LEGION DETACHMENT OF CALIFORNIA REPORTING MEMBERSHIP 
THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT OF THE AMERICAN 
LEGION DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA ADDRESSED TO THE 
OFFICIAL ADDRESS OF SUCH SQUADRONS AS OF RECORD AT THE 
DETACHMENT HEADQUARTERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 
VI, SECTION 4, OF THE DETACHMENT OF CALIFORNIA 
CONSTITUTION. 
 
THE DETACHMENT ADJUTANT SHALL BE AUTHORIZED TO ISSUE 
COPIES OF THE OFFICIAL CALL TO ALL OTHER DETACHMENT 
OFFICERS, MEMBERS OF THE DETACHMENT EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE AND OTHER PROPER FUNCTIONARIES OF THE 
DETACHMENT ORGANIZATION, OFFICERS, AND FUNCTIONARIES 
OF ALL SQUADRONS, AND TO OTHER PROPER PERSONS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS HAVING AN INTEREST OR RESPONSIBILITY IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH THE DETACHMENT CONVENTION, 
ADDRESSED TO SUCH PERSONS OR ORGANIZATIONS AT AN 
ADDRESS OF RECORD AT DETACHMENT HEADQUARTERS. 
 
THE CALL WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE CALIFORNIA CONNECTION. 
 
THE OFFICIAL CALL FOR THE DETACHMENT CONVENTION SHALL 
CONTAIN WITHIN ITS CONTEXT OR IN PROPER ANNEXES, OR 
SUPPLEMENTS AFFIXED TO THE CALL, THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
A. THE TIME AND PLACE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE 
DETACHMENT CONVENTION. 
 
B. THE PURPOSE OF THE DETACHMENT CONVENTION, 
INCLUDING A STATEMENT OF THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED. 
 
C. AN OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE TIME AND PLACE FOR 
THE ELECTION OF DETACHMENT OFFICERS. 
 
D. THE COMPOSITION OF THE DETACHMENT CONVENTION IN 
TERMS OF AUTHORIZED DELEGATES AND OTHER PERSONS 
ENTITLED TO OFFICIAL STATUS AS MEMBERS OF THE 
DETACHMENT CONVENTION AS PROVIDED IN THE DETACHMENT 
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS.  SUCH STATEMENT SHALL ALSO 

INCLUDE INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE ISSUANCE OF OFFICIAL 
CREDENTIALS, THE TIME AND PLACE FOR FILLING THE SAME AND 
OTHER PERTINENT AND PROPER PROCEDURAL DETAIL. 
 
E. THE COMPOSITION OF THE DETACHMENT CONVENTION IN 
TERMS OF AUTHORIZED CONVENTION COMMITTEES AND 
SPECIFICATIONS OF THEIR ASSIGNED TASKS AND SHALL INCLUDE 
THE OFFICIAL NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF SUCH COMMITTEES, THE 
MANNER OF APPOINTMENT OF SAME, THE TIME AND PLACE IN THE 
CONVENTION CITY OF THE INITIAL MEETINGS AND MANNER OF 
ORGANIZATION OF SUCH COMMITTEES, AND THE PROCEDURE FOR 
THE OFFICIAL VALIDATION OF MEMBERSHIP ON SUCH 
COMMITTEES. 
 
F. SUCH OTHER OFFICIAL AND PERTINENT INFORMATION AND 
INSTRUCTION AS SHALL PROPERLY APPLY TO THE ORDERLY AND 
EFFECTIVE ORGANIZATION AND OPERATION OF THE DETACHMENT 
CONVENTION. 
 
CONVENTION PROGRAM 
 
EXCEPT A MAY BE PROVIDED OTHERWISE HEREIN OR AS DIRECTED 
BY THE DETACHMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 
DETACHMENT, THE ESTABLISHMENT AND ARRANGEMENT OF THE 
PROGRAM OF  PROCEEDINGS OF THE DETACHMENT CONVENTION 
SHALL BE THE DUTY AND PREROGATIVE OF THE DETACHMENT 
COMMANDER.  HE IS EMPOWERED TO INVITE PROPER GUESTS TO 
THE CONVENTION ON BEHALF OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN 
LEGION EXTEND THE PRIVILEGE OF ADDRESSING THE 
CONVENTION TO APPROPRIATE SPEAKERS, ESTABLISH THE ORDER 
OF BUSINESS OF THE CONVENTION AND TO ORDER AND ARRANGE 
INCIDENTAL CEREMONIES CONSISTENT WITH AND PROPERLY A 
PART OF THE CONVENTION. 
 
IN ESTABLISHING THE ORDER OF BUSINESS THE DETACHMENT 
COMMANDER SHALL RESTRICT THE SCHEDULE OF GUEST 
SPEAKERS FOR THE FINAL SESSION OF THE CONVENTION.  THE 
ELECTION OF DETACHMENT OFFICERS AND THE CEREMONY OF 
INSTALLATION SHALL BE ARRANGED AND SCHEDULED AS A 
SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS FOR THE OF THE FINAL SESSION. 
 
THE DETACHMENT COMMANDER SHALL BE AUTHORIZED AND 
EMPOWERED TO ASSIGN SPECIFIC TASKS TO DETACHMENT 
OFFICERS OR TO APPOINT SUCH MEMBERS OF THE SONS OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION TO PERFORM TASKS AS MAY TO HIM APPEAR 
NECESSARY IN THE CONDUCT OF THE DETACHMENT 
CONVENTION. 
 
THE DETACHMENT COMMANDER SHALL PUBLISH IN THE 
OFFICIAL CONVENTION PROGRAM IN ORDER OF BUSINESS AND 
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EVENTS ESTABLISHED BY HIM INCLUDING A TIME SCHEDULE FOR 
THE SAME AND SHALL CAUSE SUCH ORDER OF BUSINESS TO 
PREVAIL EXCEPT AS PROPERLY ALTERED BY HIM FOR CAUSE OR 
SET ASIDE BY THE WILL OF THE CONVENTION UPON PROPER 
MOTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE STANDING OR SPECIAL RULES 
OF THE CONVENTION AS HEREINAFTER PROVIDED. 
 
OFFICIALS OF THE CONVENTION 
 
THE PRESIDING OFFICER OF THE DETACHMENT CONVENTION 
SHALL BE THE DETACHMENT COMMANDER OF THE SONS OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION DETACHMENT OF CALIFORNIA.  HE SHALL 
HAVE THE POWER AND AUTHORITY TO YIELD THE CHAIR FROM 
TIME TO TIME TO A DETACHMENT VICE COMMANDER OF THE 
SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION FOR THE CONDUCT OF OFFICIAL 
BUSINESS OF THE CONVENTION.  HE MAY YIELD THE CHAIR TO A 
PAST DETACHMENT COMMANDER OR CHAIRMAN OF THE SONS 
OF THE AMERICAN LEGION OR TO ANY OTHER DELEGATE OF THE 
CONVENTION FOR CEREMONIAL PURPOSES.  IN EITHER INSTANCE 
DUE NOTE THEREOF SHALL BE INCLUDED IN THE MINUTES OF 
PROCEEDINGS. 
 
THE DETACHMENT ADJUTANT SHALL BE THE SECRETARY OF THE 
DETACHMENT CONVENTION.  HE MAY YIELD THIS OFFICE FROM 
TIME TO TIME TO ANY ASSISTANT DURING THE CONVENTION BY 
AND WITH THE CONSENT OF THE DETACHMENT COMMANDER OR 
OTHER PRESIDING OFFICER THEN IN THE CHAIR. 
 
THE DETACHMENT JUDGE ADVOCATE SHALL BE 
PARLIAMENTARIAN OF THE DETACHMENT CONVENTION.  THE 
DETACHMENT COMMANDER MAY APPOINT ONE OR MORE 
ASSISTANT PARLIAMENTARIANS.  SUCH PARLIAMENTARIANS 
SHALL BE MEMBERS OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION. 
THE DETACHMENT COMMANDER SHALL APPOINT A SERGEANT-
AT-ARMS AND SUCH ASSISTANT SERGEANT-AT-ARMS OF THE 
DETACHMENT CONVENTION AS TO HIM MAY BE NECESSARY IN 
CONDUCTING THE PROCEEDINGS AND MAINTAINING ORDER IN THE 
DETACHMENT CONVENTION.  SERGEANT-AT-ARMS SHALL BE 
SOLELY RESPONSIBLE TO THE DETACHMENT COMMANDER OR 
THE PRESIDING OFFICER IN THE CHAIR. 
 
THE DETACHMENT COMMANDER SHALL BE EMPOWERED AND 
AUTHORIZED TO DESIGNATE THE OFFICIAL COLOR GUARD OF THE 
CONVENTION, THE OFFICIAL MUSICAL ORGANIZATION, AND 
SUCH OTHER FUNCTIONARIES AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO THE 
PROPER CONDUCT OF PROCEEDINGS AND CEREMONIALS AS MAY 
BE SCHEDULED OR DIRECTED BY HIM. 
 
PRELIMINARY ORGANIZATION OF THE 
DETACHMENT CONVENTION 
 
DELEGATES TO A DETACHMENT CONVENTION SHALL BE 
ACCREDITED IN WRITING TO THE DETACHMENT ADJUTANT IN THE 
NUMBER AND MANNER PRESCRIBED BY ARTICLE VI, SECTION 4, 
OF THE DETACHMENT CONSTITUTION.  THE RIGHTS OF 
SQUADRONS TO MAKE AND ACCREDIT SUBSTITUTIONS FOR 
ABSENTEE DELEGATES OR ALTERNATE DELEGATES SHALL BE 
RECOGNIZED BY THE DETACHMENT ADJUTANT, PROVIDED THAT 
SUCH SUBSTITUTION SHALL BE OFFICIALLY CERTIFIED BY THE 
SQUADRON COMMANDER AND SQUADRON ADJUTANT. 

 
THE DETACHMENT ADJUTANT, IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT SAL COMMISSION, WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE 
DETACHMENT CONSTITUTION, IS AUTHORIZED TO DESIGN AND 
CIRCULATE SUCH PROPER FORMS AS MAY BE REQUIRED TO 
RECORD AND CERTIFY THE ACCREDITATION OF DELEGATES AND 
ALTERNATE DELEGATES.  HE IS FURTHER AUTHORIZED TO 
ESTABLISH SUCH REASONABLE AND PROPER ADMINISTRATIVE 
RULES AS MAY BE NECESSARY IN ASSEMBLING THE OFFICIAL LIST 
OF DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES ACCREDITED AND ENTITLED TO 
BE SEATED IN THE DETACHMENT CONVENTION. ALL SUCH FORMS 
OR OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS SHALL BE CERTIFIED 
OFFICIALLY BY THE SQUADRON COMMANDER AND SQUADRON 
ADJUTANT. 
 
DISPUTES CONCERNING THE ACCREDITATION OF DELEGATES AND 
ALTERNATE DELEGATES SHALL BE REFERRED TO THE 
CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE. 
 
 
CONVENTION COMMITTEES 
 
I. THE FOLLOWING CONVENTION COMMITTEES SHALL BE 
ESTABLISHED AS STANDING CONVENTION COMMITTEES: 
 

COMMITTEES 
 

AMERICANISM 
CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
CREDENTIALS 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
MEMBERSHIP 
FINANCE 
CONVENTION RULES 
 

 
NUMBER OF MEMBERS 

 
MINIMUM OF THREE MEMBERS PER COMMITTEE INCLUDING THE 
CHAIRMAN, NO MORE THAN ONE FROM ANY SQUADRON.  
COMMITTEES MUST ALWAYS BE APPOINTED IN ODD NUMBERS. 
 
THE DETACHMENT COMMANDER OR THE DETACHMENT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MAY FROM TIME TO TIME ESTABLISH 
SPECIAL CONVENTION COMMITTEES FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES.  
SUCH SPECIAL CONVENTION COMMITTEES SHALL SERVE ONLY 
DURING THE CONVENTION FOR WHICH THEY ARE APPOINTED 
 
THE DETACHMENT CONVENTION MAY CAUSE THE CREATION AND 
APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES UPON PROPER MOTIONS 
ADOPTED 
 
STANDING COMMITTEES MAY BE CALLED FOR ORGANIZATION BY 
THE DETACHMENT COMMANDER IN ADVANCE OF THE OPENING OF 
THE DETACHMENT CONVENTION IN THE CONVENTION CITY AT A 
TIME AND PLACE TO BE DESIGNATED 
 
THE DETACHMENT COMMANDER SHALL BE EMPOWERED AND 
AUTHORIZED TO DESIGNATE THE MEMBERS OF ALL STANDING 
AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES.  MEMBERS NEED NOT BE DELEGATES 
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OR ALTERNATE DELEGATES TO THE DETACHMENT CONVENTION.  
SUCH DESIGNATIONS SHALL BE MADE AT ANY TIME UP TO 
TWENTY-FOUR (24) HOURS PRIOR TO THE OPENING OF THE 
DETACHMENT CONVENTION.  THERE MAY ALSO BE APPOINTED 
BY THE DETACHMENT COMMANDER, ONE OR MORE ADVISORS TO 
EACH COMMITTEE, WHO SHALL BE MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN 
LEGION.  THE DETACHMENT ADJUTANT SHALL NOTIFY ALL 
DESIGNEES OF THEIR APPOINTMENT TO COMMITTEES IN WRITING, 
STATING THE TIME AND PLACE IN THE CONVENTION CITY OF THE 
INITIAL MEETINGS OF THESE COMMITTEES. 
 
FOR EACH COMMITTEE, ONE LIAISON REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE 
DETACHMENT ORGANIZATION MAY BE ASSIGNED AS TEMPORARY 
CHAIRMAN BY THE DETACHMENT COMMANDER TO FACILITATE 
THE ORGANIZATION OF THE COMMITTEE.  SUCH TEMPORARY 
CHAIRMAN SHALL AT THE APPOINTED TIME AND PLACE, CALL THE 
ROLL OF AUTHORIZED MEMBERS, AND PROCEED TO THE 
ELECTION, FROM AMONG MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE, OF A 
PERMANENT CHAIRMAN AND SECRETARY. 
 
PRESENCE OF A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE 
SHALL CONSTITUTE A QUORUM.  FAILING TO ESTABLISH AN 
INITIAL QUORUM THE COMMITTEE SHALL ADJOURN TO A LATER 
TIME FOR PERMANENT ORGANIZATION. 
 
THE TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN SHALL FILE, PROMPTLY, A REPORT 
WITH THE DETACHMENT ADJUTANT STATING THE NAME AND 
SQUADRON OF THE PERMANENT CHAIRMAN AND SECRETARY 
WITH THEIR CONVENTION CITY ADDRESSES, AND A LIST OF THE 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS RESPONDING TO THE INITIAL ROLL CALL. 
 
COMMITTEES SHALL PROCEED TO BUSINESS PROMPTLY UNDER 
SUCH INTERNAL ORGANIZATION AS THE COMMITTEE SHALL 
DECIDE AND UNDER SUCH RULES OF ORDER AS IT SHALL 
ESTABLISH.  COMMITTEES, UPON THEIR OWN MOTION, MAY SEAT 
AS EX-OFFICIAL MEMBERS WITH VOICE BUT NO VOTE, MEMBERS 
OF RELATED STANDING DETACHMENT COMMISSIONS AND OR 
COMMITTEES- WHO ARE NOT OTHERWISE DESIGNATED BY THE 
DETACHMENT COMMANDER. 
 
COMMITTEES SHOULD ENDEAVOR TO COMPLETE THEIR TASKS 
AND COMPOSE THEIR FINAL REPORT AT LEAST TWENTY-FOURS 
HOURS IN ADVANCE OF THEIR SCHEDULED REPORT TO THE 
DETACHMENT CONVENTION, PROVIDED ALL FINAL POLICY 
FORMING COMMITTEE REPORTS TO BE PRESENTED TO THE 
CONVENTION SHALL BE APPROVED BY THE COMMITTEES IN 
MEETINGS HELD AFTER THE NATIONAL CONVENTION IS 
FORMALLY CONVENED.  SUCH FINAL REPORTS SHALL BE FILED 
WITH THE OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL ADJUTANT AS PROMPTLY AS 
POSSIBLE AFTER COMMITTEE ADOPTION.  RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
ASSURING THAT REPORTS ARE MADE AVAILABLE SHALL REST 
WITH THE OFFICE OF THE DETACHMENT ADJUTANT. 
 
A COMMITTEE REPORT SHALL BE PREPARED IN THAT FORM BEST 
PRESENTING THE COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATIONS.  
PARTICULAR ATTENTION SHALL BE GIVEN TO REPORTING THE 
DISPOSITION OF RESOLUTIONS REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE.  
THE WORK OF COMMITTEES, HOWEVER, SHALL NOT BE CONFINED 
SOLELY TO RESOLUTIONS REFERRED TO THEM BUT MAY EXTEND 
TO ACTION UPON ANY PROPER SUBJECT WITHIN THEIR SCOPE AND 

THE COMMITTEES MAY MAKE COMMENT AND OBSERVATION IN 
THEIR REPORT UPON SUBJECTS OF POLICY AND OPERATIONS. 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ESTABLISHING PRONOUNCEMENT OF 
SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION POLICY OR CALLING FOR 
LEGISLATIVE OR OTHER ACTION SHALL BE SUPPORTED BY 
SPECIFIC RESOLUTIONS. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS IN NARRATIVE FORM ARE ACCEPTABLE IF 
SUPPORTED BY RESOLUTIONS ON SPECIFIC POINTS OF POLICY AND 
ARE COMPLETELY DOCUMENTED AS TO THE SOURCE OF MATERIAL 
USED IN PREPARATION WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO 
RESOLUTIONS ASSIGNED TO THE COMMITTEES AND SHOWING 
THEIR DISPOSITION. 
 
A DELEGATE, ALTERNATE DELEGATE, ADVISOR OR OTHER 
MEMBER OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION OR THE 
AMERICAN LEGION DESIRING TO BE HEARD ON A SUBJECT BEFORE 
A CONVENTION COMMITTEE SHALL APPLY TO THE COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMAN OR SECRETARY, 
 
 
DUTIES OF STANDING CONVENTION COMMITTEES. 
 
AMERICANISM 
TO FORMULATE AND RECOMMEND MATTERS OF SONS OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION POLICY REGARDING PLANS AND PROGRAMS 
RESPECTING AN UNDERSTANDING AND APPRECIATION OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES, ITS CONSTITUTION AND 
OTHER HISTORIC POLITICAL PRONOUNCEMENTS AS WELL AS THE 
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF CITIZENSHIP THERE UNDER, 
WITH REFERENCE TO, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, MATTERS PERTAINING 
TO PATRIOTIC DEVOTION TO THE UNITED STATES CITIZENS, 
EDUCATION AND EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES, DEVELOPMENT OF 
PATRIOTIC ACTIVITIES AND OTHER MATTERS SUCH AS RELIGIOUS 
EMPHASIS CONSISTENT WITH THE AIMS AND PURPOSES OF THE  
SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION IN THE CULTIVATION OF 
LOYALTY TO THE UNITED STATES AS EXPRESSED IN THE 
PREAMBLE TO THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 
CONSTITUTION. 
 
CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
TO STUDY AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE DETACHMENT 
CONVENTION CONCERNING ALL MATTERS PERTAINING TO 
PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF 
THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION. 
 
CREDENTIALS 
TO RECEIVE FROM THE DETACHMENT ADJUTANT A STATEMENT 
OF THE NUMBER OF DELEGATES TO WHICH THE SEVERAL 
DETACHMENTS ARE ENTITLED UNDER THE CONSTITUTION TO 
VERIFY AND RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE SAME, INCLUDING 
AJUDICATION OF DISPUTES THEREON AND TO REPORT ON THE 
DETACHMENT CONVENTION AT ITS SESSIONS, AND IMMEDIATELY 
PRECEDING THE ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 
 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
TO FORMULATE AND RECOMMEND MATTERS OF POLICY 
CONCERNING THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE SONS OF THE 
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AMERICAN LEGION AND TO CONSIDER RESOLUTIONS NOT 
OTHERWISE ASSIGNED TO OTHER STANDING COMMITTEES. 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
TO FORMULATE AND RECOMMEND MATTERS OF POLICY TO THE 
CONVENTION, INCLUDING PLANS RESPECTING PROMOTION OF THE 
SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION MEMBERSHIP. 
 
BUDGET AND FINANCE 
TO FORMULATE AND RECOMMEND MATTERS OF POLICY TO THE 
CONVENTION CONCERNING THE FINANCIAL AFFAIRS OF THE SONS 
OF THE AMERICAN LEGION. 
 
CONVENTION RULES 
TO CONSIDER AND DEVISE SPECIAL RULES OF ORDER FOR THE 
DETACHMENT CONVENTION NOT PROVIDED FOR IN THE 
STANDING RULES OF ORDER AS MAY BE REQUIRED OR DIRECTED 
BY THE CONVENTION FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROCESSING ISSUES OF 
THE SPECIAL BUSINESSES OF THE CONVENTION.  SUCH SPECIAL 
RULES SHALL APPLY ONLY TO THE CONVENTION FOR WHICH THEY 
WERE ADOPTED. 
 
ORGANIZATION OF SQUADRON CONVENTION 
DELEGATES 
 
SQUADRON DELEGATIONS IN THE DETACHMENT CONVENTION 
SHALL BE ORGANIZED ACCORDING TO THE FOLLOWING: 
 
EACH SQUADRON DELEGATION SHALL SELECT FROM AMONG ITS 
DELEGATES A DELEGATION CHAIRMAN AND SHALL DESIGNATE A 
DELEGATION SECRETARY.  NOTICE OF SUCH SELECTION SHALL BE 
SUBMITTED IN WRITING TO THE DETACHMENT ADJUTANT BEFORE 
THE OPENING SESSION OF THE CONVENTION. 
 
THE DELEGATION CHAIRMAN SHALL PRESIDE OVER THE 
SQUADRON DELEGATION CAUCUSES, WHEN CONVENED IN THE 
DETACHMENT CONVENTION.  HE SHALL BE RECOGNIZED BY THE 
PRESIDING OFFICER AS THE FLOOR LEADER OF THE DELEGATION 
AND SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE UNDER THE CONVENTION RULES FOR 
POLLING AND ANNOUNCING THE VOTE OF THE DELEGATION.  HE 
SHALL BE THE PRINCIPLE AUTHORITY IN IDENTIFYING THE 
OFFICIAL DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES OF THE DELEGATION ON 
QUESTIONS OF THE RIGHT OF THE FLOOR AND SHALL OTHERWISE 
BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PROPER REPRESENTATION OF THE 
SQUADRON DELEGATION IN THE CONVENTION. 
 
THE DELEGATION SECRETARY SHALL RECEIVE ALL FORMAL 
NOTICES OR OTHER COMMUNICATIONS IN THE NAME OF THE 
SQUADRON DELEGATION.  HE SHALL PERFORM SUCH OTHER 
DUTY IN CONSONANCE WITH HIS OFFICE AS MAY BE REQUIRED OF 
HIM UNDER THE RULES OF THE CONVENTION OR AS PRESCRIBED 
BY THE DELEGATION CAUCUS. 
 
STANDING RULES OF CONVENTION 
 
1. ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER, REVISED, SHALL BE THE 
AUTHORITY ON PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE, WITH THE 
FOLLOWING MODIFICATIONS: 

 
2. A DELEGATE DESIRING TO MAKE A MOTION OR ADDRESS THE 
CONVENTION SHALL RISE, ADDRESS THE CHAIR AS 
“COMMANDER” AND STATE HIS NAME AND THE NAME OF THE 
SQUADRON BEFORE PROCEEDING. 
 
 
3. DEBATE SHALL BE LIMITED TO FIVE MINUTES FOR DELEGATES 
AND ALTERNATES. 
 
4. DEBATE ON ANY ONE SUBJECT PRESENTED TO THE 
CONVENTION SHALL BE LIMITED TO ONE-HALF (1/2) HOUR 
EXCEPT UNDER SUCH SPECIAL RULE AS THE CONVENTION SHALL 
ADOPT PRIOR TO DEBATE. 
 
5. TWO DELEGATES FROM ANY ONE DELEGATION SHALL BE 
PERMITTED TO THE FLOOR ON ANY ONE QUESTION.  WHERE 
DISAGREEMENT EXISTS, ONE DELEGATE WILL BE ALLOWED TO 
SPEAK ON EACH SIDE OF THE QUESTION, HOWEVER THIS RULE 
SHALL BE APPLIED SEPARATELY FOR EACH DIVISION. 
 
6. THE FLOOR SHALL BE PERMITTED BUT ONCE TO ANY 
INDIVIDUAL DELEGATE OR ALTERNATE DELEGATE ON ANY ONE 
QUESTION, EXCEPT BY A TWO-THIRDS VOTE OF THE CONVENTION.  
CHAIRMEN OF CONVENTION COMMITTEES MAY SPEAK AS 
FREQUENTLY AS MAY BE NECESSARY IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
REPORTS OF THEIR COMMITTEES.  THE PRESIDING OFFICER SHALL 
NOT ENTERTAIN ANY MOTION WHICH WILL CURTAIL DEBATE 
WITHOUT AFFORDING THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN AN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR REBUTTAL. 
 
7. DECISIONS ON RULES OF DEBATE OR PARLIAMENTARY ORDER 
BY THE PRESIDING OFFICER MAY BE SUBJECT TO APPEAL BY ANY 
TWO DELEGATES UNDER A POINT OF ORDER.  SUCH APPEAL 
SHALL TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER ANY OTHER PENDING QUESTIONS 
AND SHALL BE DECIDED FORTHWITH.  AN APPEAL FROM THE 
DECISION OF THE CHAIR SHALL BE PUT TO THE CONVENTION ON 
THE QUESTION: “SHALL THE CHAIR BE SUSTAINED?” 
 
 
8. WHEN THE POLL OF ANY SQUADRON DELEGATION IS 
DEMANDED BY A DELEGATE OF SUCH SQUADRON, THE 
CONVENTION SECRETARY SHALL POLL THE DELEGATION 
WITHOUT DISCUSSION OF THE QUESTION BEING VOTED UPON. 
 
9. ON THE ROLL CALLS, THE   DELEGATION CHAIRMAN SHALL 
POLL HIS DELEGATION ON THE FLOOR AND ANNOUNCE ITS VOTE. 
 
10. IN THE EVENT A DELEGATION SECRETARY IS NOT AN 
ACCREDITED DELEGATE OR ALTERNATE, HE SHALL BE SEATED 
WITH HIS DELEGATION. 
 
11. PAST DETACHMENT COMMANDER’S OR DISTRICT 
COMMANDER'S VOTES SHALL BE CAST WITH THEIR RESPECTIVE 
DELEGATIONS. 
 
12. ONLY ACCREDITED DELEGATES OR THEIR ALTERNATES SHALL 
PARTICIPATE, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, IN VIVE VOICE VOTE ON 
ANY SUBJECT BEFORE THE CONVENTION. 
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13. SQUADRON DELEGATIONS MAY ARRIVE AT A VOTE IN SUCH A 
MANNER AS THEY CHOOSE, BUT SHALL ANNOUNCE IT IN TERMS OF 
FULL UNITS AND NOT IN TERMS OF A FRACTIONAL PART OF A 
VOTE.  THE VOTE OF ANY DELEGATE ABSENT AND NOT 
REPRESENTED BY AN ALTERNATE SHALL BE CAST BY A MAJORITY 
OF THE DELEGATES PRESENT FROM HIS SQUADRON. 
 
14. THERE SHALL BE NO UNIT RULE OF VOTING. 
 
15. VOTING SHALL BE BY ACCLAMATION, EXCEPT WHEN A ROLL 
CALL IS DEMANDED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF AT LEAST THREE 
SQUADRONS. 
 
16. IN THE EVENT A SQUADRON HAS NOT PROVIDED THE METHOD 
BY WHICH ALTERNATES SHALL BE DESIGNATED TO SERVE IN THE 
PLACE OF ABSENT DELEGATES, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
DELEGATION SHALL MAKE SUCH DESIGNATION. 
 
17. PRIOR TO THE ELECTION OF DETACHMENT OFFICERS, THE 
DETACHMENT COMMANDER SHALL APPOINT, SUBJECT TO THE 
APPROVAL OF THE CONVENTION, A JUDGE OF ELECTION AND 
SUCH NUMBER OF TELLERS AS HE DEEMS NECESSARY, PROVIDED 
THAT THE TOTAL NUMBER OF TELLERS IS AN ODD NUMBER.  IN A 
CONTESTED ELECTION EACH CANDIDATE GOING TO THE BALLOT 
SHALL BE ENTITLED TO ONE TELLER OF HIS CHOICE. 
 
18. NOMINATIONS FOR DETACHMENT OFFICERS SHALL BE FROM 
THE FLOOR ON ROLL CALL OF THE SQUADRONS ALPHABETICALLY 
ARRANGED.  EACH SQUADRON MAY PRESENT AS MANY 
CANDIDATES AS IT CHOOSES, UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED. 
 
19. NOMINATING SPEECHES FOR DETACHMENT OFFICERS SHALL 
BE LIMITED TO FIVE MINUTES EACH.  NOT MORE THAN TWO 
SECONDING SPEECHES SHALL BE MADE FOR ANY CANDIDATE, AND 
SAID SPEECHES SHALL BE LIMITED TO THREE MINUTES.  ALL 
NOMINATION SPEECHES ARE LIMITED TO ONLY OFFICIAL 
DELEGATES OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 
DETACHMENT CONVENTION WITH APPROPRIATE SONS OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION CAP AND DETACHMENT CONVENTION 
DELEGATE BADGE. 
 
20. IF THERE IS ONLY ONE CANDIDATE NOMINATED FOR AN 
OFFICE, DIRECTION SHALL BE BY ACCLAMATION, EXCEPT WHEN 
A ROLL CALL IS REQUESTED BY THE CHAIRMEN OF AT LEAST 
THREE SQUADRONS. 
 
21. WHEN TWO OR MORE CANDIDATES ARE NOMINATED FOR ANY 
OFFICE, BALLOTING SHALL CONTINUE UNTIL ONE CANDIDATE 
RECEIVES A MAJORITY OF THE VOTES OF THE CONVENTION, 
EXCEPT IN THE ELECTION OF DETACHMENT VICE COMMANDER. 
 
22. IN THE ELECTIONS FOR DETACHMENT VICE COMMANDERS, 
THE ADJUTANT SHALL POLL ALL SQUADRONS IN ALPHABETICAL 
ORDER BY AREAS, AT WHICH TIME EACH SQUADRON MAY 
NOMINATE, SECOND OR PASS. ALL VICE-COMMANDERS SHALL BE 
NOMINATED IN THE SINGLE ROLL CALL.  THE ADJUTANT SHALL 
DETERMINE IF THERE IS ANY AREA WHICH HAS MORE THAN ONE 
CANDIDATE NOMINATED WHO'S ELECTION(S) SHALL BE VOTED 
UPON SEPARATELY.  THE COMMANDER SHALL THEN CALL FOR 
THE ELECTION OF ALL NOMINATED CANDIDATES, BEING NO TWO 
CANDIDATES FROM ANY ONE AREA. 

IN A CONTESTED ELECTION FOR DETACHMENT VICE 
COMMANDERS, BALLOTING SHALL CONTINUE UNTIL MAJORITIES 
ARE ESTABLISHED FOR TWO CANDIDATES UNDER THE FOLLOWING 
PROVISIONS: 
IF, ON ANY BALLOT TAKEN, LESS THAN TWO CANDIDATES 
RECEIVE A MAJORITY OF THE VOTES TO ELECT, THEN THE 
CANDIDATE RECEIVING A MAJORITY SHALL BE DECLARED 
ELECTED AND BALLOTING WILL CONTINUE UNTIL A SECOND 
CANDIDATE ALSO RECEIVES A MAJORITY.  CANDIDATES FROM 
EACH AREA SHALL RUN ONLY AGAINST OTHER CANDIDATES FROM 
THE AREA 
THE CONVENTION WILL NOMINATE AND ELECT A DETACHMENT 
COMMANDER, AND SUCH OTHER OFFICERS AS PERMITTED BY THE 
DETACHMENT CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS. 
 
23. THOSE RECOGNIZED BY THE DETACHMENT COMMANDER 
SHALL BE ENTITLED TO A RESPECTFUL HEARING, AND THE CHAIR 
SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO CLEAR THE GALLERY OF THE 
FLOOR OR HAVE THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS ESCORT FROM THE 
CONVENTION ANYONE CREATING A DISTURBANCE OR 
INTERFERING WITH ORDERLY PROCEDURE. 
 
24. CAMPAIGNING ON THE FLOOR OF DETACHMENT CONVENTION 
IS RESTRICTED TO PAMPHLETS AND OTHER ITEMS PLACED ON 
CHAIRS.  NO SIGNS AFFIXED TO WALLS ARE ALLOWED AT ANY 
TIME. ANY MATERIALS HANDED DIRECTLY TO DELEGATES MUST 
BE DONE OUTSIDE THE CONVENTION ROOM. 
 
25. THE CONSENT OF TWO-THIRDS OF THE VOTING STRENGTH OF 
THE CONVENTION IS NECESSARY FOR SUSPENSION OF THE 
STANDING RULES OF THE CONVENTION. 
 
DETACHMENT CONVENTION RESOLUTIONS 
 
1. RESOLUTIONS SHALL BE SUBMITTED UPON A PROPER FORM 
AND SHALL BE NUMBERED FOR IDENTIFICATIONS AS PROVIDED BY 
THE DETACHMENT ADJUTANT. 
2. RESOLUTIONS SHALL BE APPROVED BY THE SQUADRON, SAL 
DISTRICT, THE DETACHMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, OR ANY 
STANDING OR SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE CONVENTION.  
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED IN ADVANCE OF THE CONVENTION BY 
SQUADRONS, SAL DISTRICTS, AND THE DEC SHALL BE FILED 
WITH THE DETACHMENT ADJUTANT. 
3. RESOLUTIONS EMANATING FROM A SQUADRON SHALL BE 
FORWARDED TO THE DETACHMENT ADJUTANT TO BE IN HIS HAND 
THIRTY (30) DAYS PRIOR TO THE OPENING OF THE CONVENTION.  
THE ONLY EXCEPTION TO THIS RULE IS IN THE CASE OF A 
SQUADRON MEETING HELD ON A DATE THAT RENDERS IT 
PHYSICALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO COMPLY WITH THE RESTRICTED TIME 
LIMIT. 
4. RESOLUTIONS ORIGINATING WITH AND APPROVED BY 
CONVENTION COMMITTEE SHALL BE RECEIVED AND PROCESSED 
THROUGH THE DETACHMENT ADJUTANT FOR RECORD AND 
ASSIGNED NUMBER. 
5. THE DETACHMENT ADJUTANT SHALL MAINTAIN A 
CONVENTION REGISTER OF ALL RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED, 
ASSIGNED, AND PROCESSED WHICH SHALL IDENTIFY EACH 
RESOLUTION BY NUMBER, INDICATE THE COMMITTEE TO WHICH 
THE RESOLUTION WAS REFERRED AND THE ORIGINAL SOURCE. 
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6. IN THE DISPOSITION OF RESOLUTIONS CONSIDERED, 
CONVENTION COMMITTEES SHALL PRESENT THEM IN THE 
FOLLOWING MANNER: APPROVED, APPROVED AS AMENDED, 
CONSOLIDATED, REFERRED, RECEIVED AND RECORDED, AND 
REJECTED.  THE TERM ”RECEIVED AND RECORDED” SHALL BE 
APPLIED TO RESOLUTIONS WHICH REITERATE OR REAFFIRM A 
PRESENT POLICY POSITION OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN 
LEGION DETACHMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 
7. ALL RESOLUTIONS ASSIGNED TO, OR ORIGINATING WITH 
CONVENTION COMMITTEES, SHALL BE IDENTIFIED IN THE 
COMMITTEE REPORTS TO THE CONVENTION WITH A STATEMENT 
OF COMMITTEE DISPOSITION. 
 
Amendments to Uniform Code of Procedures 
 
THIS UNIFORM CODE OF PROCEDURE MAY BE AMENDED: 
1. BY MAJORITY VOTE OF THE TOTAL AUTHORIZED 
REPRESENTATION AT A DETACHMENT CONVENTION ON A 
RESOLUTION PROPERLY BEFORE IT, OR 
2. BY ACTION OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 
DETACHMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


